
Making a Difference | Meeting diverse learning needs with differentiated instruction

1

Acknowledgements

Alberta Education would like to acknowledge the generous and committed 
individuals and groups who contributed to the development of this resource, 
including the following.

Teachers, administrators and consultants from the following school 
authorities and associations who provided valuable feedback and 
suggestions during the fi eld review:

Alberta Teachers’ Association
Aspen View Regional Division
Battle River Regional Division
Boyle Street Education Centre
Calgary Learning Centre
Calgary School District
Chinook’s Edge School Division
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Separate Regional Division
Edmonton Catholic Separate School District
Edmonton School District
Evergreen Catholic Separate Regional Division
Fort McMurray Roman Catholic Separate School District
Fort McMurray Public School District
Greater St. Albert Catholic Regional Division
High Prairie School Division
Holy Family Catholic Regional Division
Lloydminster Roman Catholic Separate School Division
Medicine Hat Catholic Separate Regional Division
Northern Gateway Regional Division
Northern Lights School Division
Palliser Regional Division
Peace River School Division
Red Deer Catholic Regional Division
Red Deer Public School District
St. Paul Education Regional Division
Wild Rose School Division
Wolf Creek School Division.

Participants in the Spring 2009 Curriculum Coordinators Meetings held 
across the province, including representatives from the Alberta Regional 
Professional Development Consortium and Alberta Teachers’ Association.

i



Expert reviews who provided valuable feedback and suggestions related to the 
professional learning needs of pre-service and new teachers
– Dr. Maureen Stratton, Assistant Professor, Concordia University College of 

Alberta
– Barb Milne, Consultant 
– Lenora LeMay, Director of Educational Services, Hope Foundation of Alberta

Alberta Education staff who reviewed and validated subject-specifi c content:
Becky Pretli
Bernie Galbraith
Bryan Ellefson
Christine Henzel
Corinne Sperling
Debbie Duval
Heather Dechant
Héléne Gendron
Jennifer Bushrod
Jim Rubuliak
Karen Sliwkanich 
Katherine Deren
Kathy Salmon
Keith Millions

Contributing writers
Patricia Shields-Ramsay and Doug Ramsay, InPraxis Consulting
Dana Antaya-Moore, Resource Development Services, Edmonton School 
District
David Harvey, Principal Consultant, Elk Island Public Schools Regional 
Division
Graham Foster, Consultant
Joanne Neal, Associate Professor, Concordia University College of Alberta
Kathy Howery, PhD candidate, University of Alberta
Sandra Gluth, Consultant, Edmonton School District
Greg McInulty, Consultant, Edmonton School District

Production team
Desktop publishing Dianne Moyer and Lee Harper
Copyright   Sandra Mukai and Genevieve Bowman
Editor   Rebecca Pound
Cover and design  Lime Design
Indexer   Judy Dunlop
Project manager  Catherine Walker

ii

Ken Ealey
Lisa Caouette
Lise Belzile
Marliss Meyer
Martine Moore
Natalie Prytuluk
Pam Halverson
Patricia Rijavec
Paolina Seitz
Ron Sperling
Shelley Wells
Wai-Ling Lennon



11iii

Table of Contents

Chapter 1 Differentiated Instruction: An Introduction  ............ 1

Part 1 Differentiating Planning and Instruction

Chapter 2 Purposeful Planning  ................................................  13

Chapter 3 Developing Learner Profi les  ...................................  23

Chapter 4 Differentiated Assessment .......................................  45

Chapter 5 Differentiated Learning Experiences  ......................  63

Chapter 6 Leveraging Technology  ...........................................  87

Chapter 7 A Schoolwide Approach  .........................................  105

Part 2 Diverse Learners

Chapter 8 Students with Disabilities  ....................................... 115

Chapter 9 English Language Learners (ELL)  .......................... 143

Chapter 10 Students who are Gifted  .......................................... 171

Part 3 Diverse Learning Contexts

Chapter 11 English Language Arts  ...........................................  195

Chapter 12 Mathematics  ...........................................................  213

Chapter 13 Science  ...................................................................  231

Chapter 14 Social Studies  .........................................................  245

Bibliography  ......................................................................................... 257

Related Alberta Education Resources that Support Differentiation ..... 269 

Index ..................................................................................................... 275


