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Introduction
The written responses in this document are examples of Social Studies 30–2 diploma
examination writing that received scores of Satisfactory (S), Proficient (Pf), and Excellent (E).
These example responses are taken from the January 2014 Social Studies 30–2 Diploma
Examination. Along with the rationales that accompany them, they should help you and your
students to understand the standards for Social Studies 30–2 diploma examination writing in
relation to the scoring criteria.
The purpose of the example responses is to illustrate the standards that governed the
January 2014 marking session and the similar example responses that were selected for
subsequent marking sessions in 2014. The example responses and the rationales were also used
to train markers to apply the scoring criteria consistently and to justify their decisions about
scores in terms of an individual student’s work and the criteria.
These example responses represent a small sample of how students successfully approached the
assignments.

Selection and Use of Example Papers
The teachers on the Standards Confirmation Committee for the January 2014 marking session
selected the examples of student papers included here.
During their preparation for the marking session, group leaders (teachers specially selected to
assist Assessment Sector staff during the marking session) reviewed and validated the standards
represented by these example papers. Group leaders then used these example papers for training
the teachers who marked the written-response sections of the January 2014 Social Studies 30–2
Diploma Examination.

Cautions
1.

The rationales are brief.
The rationales were written for groups of markers to discuss and then to apply during the
marking session. Although brief, they provide a model for relating specific examples from
student writing to the details in a specific scoring criterion.
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2.

Neither the scoring guide nor the assignments are meant to limit students to a single
organizational or rhetorical approach in completing any diploma examination
assignment.
Students must be free to select and organize their materials in a manner that they feel will
enable them to best present their ideas. In fact, part of what is being assessed is the final
effectiveness of the content, as well as the organizational and rhetorical choices that
students make.
The examples of student writing in this document illustrate just a few of the many
organizational and rhetorical strategies used successfully by students in January 2014.
We strongly recommend that you caution your students that there is no preferred approach
to an assignment except the one that best accomplishes the individual student’s goal of
effectively communicating his or her own ideas about the topic.
We advise you not to draw any conclusions about common patterns of approach taken by
students.

3.

The example papers presented in this document must not be used as models for
instructional purposes.
Because these example papers are illustrations only, and because they are example
responses to a set topic, students must be cautioned not to memorize the content of any of
these assignments and not to use them either when completing classroom assignments or
when writing future diploma examinations. Examination markers and staff at Alberta
Education take any hint of plagiarism or cheating extremely seriously. The consequences
for students are grave.
The approaches taken by students at the standard of excellence are what other students
should consider emulating, not their words or ideas. In fact, it is hoped that the variety of
approaches presented here inspires students to take risks—to experiment with diction,
syntax, and organization as a way to develop an individual style and to engage the reader in
ideas that the student has considered.

4.

It is essential that you consider each of the examples of student writing within the
constraints of the examination situation.
Under examination conditions, students produce first-draft writing. Given more time and
access to appropriate resources, students would be expected to produce papers of
considerably improved quality, particularly in the dimension of Communication.
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Written-Response Assignment I
ASSIGNMENT I

Value: 10% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 20–25 minutes

What is/are the most effective action(s) an individual
could take to influence political decisions in a democracy?
Write a response in which you must
• identify the most effective action(s) an individual could take to influence political
decisions in a democracy
• explain why this action or these actions should be taken
• support your response using your understanding of social studies
Reminders for Writing
• Organize your response
• Proofread your response
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Scoring Categories and
Scoring Criteria for
Assignment I

Focus

EXPLANATIONS AND SUPPORT (8 marks)
When marking Explanations and Support, the marker will consider the:
• quality of explanations
• selection and quality of support
• understanding of the assigned task

Excellent

Explanations are deliberate and comprehensive, revealing a perceptive
understanding. Support is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not
detract from the response. A thorough understanding of the assigned task is
demonstrated.

Proficient

Explanations are appropriate and purposeful, revealing a clear
understanding. Support is relevant and appropriate, but may contain some
minor errors. A clear understanding of the assigned task is demonstrated.

E

Pf

Satisfactory

S

Explanations are general and straightforward, revealing an acceptable
understanding. Support is relevant but general, may be incompletely
developed, and/or contains errors. An acceptable understanding of the
assigned task is demonstrated.

Limited

Explanations are overgeneralized and/or redundant, revealing a confused,
though discernible, understanding. Support is superficial, may not be always
relevant, and may contain significant errors. An incomplete understanding of
the assigned task is demonstrated.

Poor

Explanations are tangential or minimal, revealing a negligible understanding.
Support, if present, is incomplete, may be marginally relevant, and contains
significant and/or frequent errors. A minimal understanding of the assigned
task is demonstrated.

Insufficient

Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is
assigned to responses that are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt
to address the task, or that are too brief to assess in any scoring category.

L
P

INS
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Focus

COMMUNICATION (2 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:
•
•
•
•

organization and coherence
vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)
sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)
grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling,
capitalization)

Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be
applied when awarding a mark for Communication.
Excellent

The writing is fluent and purposefully organized. Vocabulary is precise. The
writing demonstrates confident control of sentence construction, grammar,
and mechanics. Errors, if present, are inconsequential.

Proficient

The writing is logical and clearly organized. Vocabulary is specific. The
writing frequently demonstrates effective control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not detract from communication.

Satisfactory

The writing is generally clear and functionally organized. Vocabulary is
adequate. The writing demonstrates basic control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not seriously interfere with
communication.

Limited

The writing is uneven and incomplete, but is discernibly organized.
Vocabulary is imprecise and/or inappropriate. The writing demonstrates a
faltering control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors
hinder communication.

Poor

The writing is unclear and disorganized. Vocabulary is ineffective and
frequently incorrect. A lack of control of sentence construction, grammar,
and mechanics is demonstrated. Errors impede communication.

E

Pf
S

L
P

Insufficient

INS

Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is
assigned to responses that are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt
to address the task, or that are too brief to assess in any scoring category.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Explanations and Support (S)
• Explanations are general and
straightforward, revealing
an acceptable understanding.

Explanations are general and straightforward, as seen
in “Every individual can participate in peaceful protest
marches. These marches will show what the people
want of the government. With such protests the
individual can make the government see the issues that
take place and see what the people of the country want
to do about them.”

• Support is relevant but general,
may be incompletely
developed, and/or contains
errors.

Support is relevant, but general and incompletely
developed, as demonstrated in “However, unlike a
protest you don’t have to ever leave your home or
work. Petitions are a great way for someone who can’t
drop everything they have to protest to still get their
voice heard. With signing a petition you agree that the
issue at hand needs to be solved and you support the
solution.”

• An acceptable understanding
of the assigned task is
demonstrated.

The student demonstrates an acceptable understanding
of the assigned task, as shown in “The individual has
the power in the country. With protests and petitions
every citizen can be heard and the government will
know what the people want. If you don’t like what the
government is doing simply participate in one of these
two and get your voice heard.”

S

Communication of Ideas (S)
• The writing is generally clear
and functionally organized.

The student’s writing is generally clear and
functionally organized into four paragraphs.

• Vocabulary is adequate.

Vocabulary, such as “what the people want,” “wish to
change it,” and “a big way,” is adequate.

• The writing demonstrates basic
control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar and
mechanics is seen in “With this the government will
make decisions based on what the people think is in
the best interest of the country to protect and help its
citizens.”

• Errors do not seriously
interfere with communication.

Minor errors, such as “These are two simple ways for
the individual can do to be heard,” do not seriously
interfere with communication.
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S

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

page 1 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2012
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Explanations and Support (Pf)
• Explanations are appropriate
and purposeful, revealing
a clear understanding.

The student’s explanations are appropriate and
purposeful, as seen in “The citizen is voting to elect an
official representative who shares their political
ideology. By casting a ballot, the citizen is becoming
actively involved in the greatest way possible. Those
who choose not to vote do not have an effect on the
decisions made in a democracy.”

• Support is relevant and
appropriate, but may contain
some minor errors.

Support is relevant and appropriate, as demonstrated in
“Citizens who disagree with a democratic society
should look into petitions. If the government takes
notice of discontent in large groups they will be
encouraged to change their actions. Democratic
governments are continuously looking out for the best
interests of the whole of society. The leading political
party wants to extend it’s time in office, so they will do
their best to please the people and ensure votes for the
next election.”

• A clear understanding of the
assigned task is demonstrated.

A clear understanding of the assigned task is
demonstrated in “Peaceful protest can be an excellent
method for change in society. People protest when they
are in disagreement with something. In great numbers
protest can gain the attention of the government. The
government thereby listens and chooses to act in a way
that will make the citizens happy.”

Pf

Communication of Ideas (Pf)
• The writing is logical and
clearly organized.

The student’s writing is clearly organized into four
paragraphs.

• Vocabulary is specific.

Vocabulary, such as “casting a ballot,” “suits their
ideology,” and “multiple times,” is specific.

• The writing frequently
demonstrates effective control
of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics.

The student demonstrates effective control of sentence
construction, grammar, and mechanics, as shown in
“These elections could be federal, provincial or even
municipal.” and “In a democracy, the government is
always looking to please the citizens.”

• Errors do not detract from
communication.

Errors, such as “Petition is an effective action to use,”
do not detract from communication.
10

Pf

Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment I Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment I

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Explanations and Support (E)
• Explanations are deliberate and
comprehensive, revealing
a perceptive understanding.

Explanations are deliberate and comprehensive,
revealing a perceptive understanding, as demonstrated
in “Getting out on the streets to protest against issues
of concern is a very influencial action a collective of
individuals can participate in. It allows the government
to hear what their citizens are asking for, letting them
know what decisions are necessary for the common
good.” and “Lobbying groups can be very effective in
persuasion as people are always on the politicians’
backs to ensure they are addressing the concerns of the
people.”

• Support is specific and
accurate, and errors, if present,
do not detract from the
response.

The student’s support is specific and accurate, as seen
in “In the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
freedom of speech is permitted, so why not take
advantage of it? …If an individual is seeking to be
involved within democratic political decision making,
protesting is an excellent method in doing so.”

• A thorough understanding of
the assigned task is
demonstrated.

A thorough understanding of the assigned task is
evident in “By casting a vote, the most desirable
leaders by the majority will be put in charge. …By not
voting, those individuals are allowing the people who
did vote to make decision on their behalf.”

E

Communication of Ideas (E)
• The writing is fluent and
purposefully organized.

The student’s writing is purposely organized into four
paragraphs.

• Vocabulary is precise.

Vocabulary, such as “defamation,” “limitations,”
“suffrage,” “proportional representation,” and “will of
the people,” is precise.

• The writing demonstrates
confident control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar,
and mechanics is demonstrated in “Greenpeace brings
forth environmental concerns to the political leaders,
while MADD persuades the government to enforce
stricter driving rules and penalties against drunk
driving.”

• Errors, if present, are
inconsequential.

Errors are present but inconsequential.
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Written-Response Assignment II
ASSIGNMENT II

Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes

Write a response in which you must interpret each of the three sources on
pages 6 and 7 and answer both questions on page 9.
Source I

14

Source II

Toronto, 2011—Passengers line up to go through airport security.

Source III
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ASSIGNMENT II

Tear-Out
Page
Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes

What does each of the three sources presented on
pages 6 and 7 communicate about the role of government
in society?
AND

Fold and tear along perforation.

Considering the sources presented on pages 6 and 7, what
do you think should be the role of government in society?
Write a response in which you must
• interpret each source to identify what the source tells you about the role of
government in society
• explain and defend your position on what the role of government in society
should be
• support your interpretations and position by referring to the sources and to your
understanding of social studies
Reminders for Writing
• Remember that you must answer both questions
• Organize your response
• Proofread your response

16

Scoring Categories and
Scoring Criteria for
Assignment II

Focus

INTERPRETATION OF SOURCES (8 marks)
When marking Interpretation of Sources, the marker will consider the:
•
•
•
•

quality of the interpretation of each source
quality of evidence drawn from the sources
quality of evidence drawn from knowledge of social studies
understanding of the assigned task

Excellent

Interpretations are insightful, comprehensive, and address all sources.
Evidence is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from
the response. The student demonstrates a thorough and perceptive
understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

Proficient

Interpretations are specific and accurate but may not address all sources.
Evidence is relevant and appropriate, but may contain some minor factual
errors. The student demonstrates a clear understanding of applicable social
studies knowledge and the assigned task.

E

Pf

Satisfactory

Interpretations are valid but general and may contain minor misconceptions.
Interpretations may not address all sources. Evidence is relevant, but general,
may be incompletely developed, and/or contains minor errors. The student
demonstrates an acceptable understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task.

Limited

Interpretations are overgeneralized and may contain substantial
misconceptions. Evidence is superficial, may not always be relevant, and
may contain significant errors. The student may demonstrate a confused, yet
discernible, understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the
assigned task.

Poor

Interpretations are mistaken or irrelevant. Evidence, if present, is incomplete
and/or marginally relevant and frequently contains significant errors. The
student demonstrates a minimal understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task.

Zero

Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements
of the Poor category.

S

L
P

Z
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Focus

DEFENCE OF POSITION (8 marks)
When marking Defence of Position, the marker will consider the:
• quality of argument(s) selected to support the position taken
• quality of evidence selected to support the position taken
• understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task

Excellent

The defence of position is based on one or more convincing, logical
arguments. Evidence is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not
detract from the response. The student demonstrates a thorough and
perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the
assigned task.

Proficient

The defence of position is based on one or more sound arguments. Evidence
is appropriate, but may contain some minor factual errors. The student
demonstrates a clear understanding of applicable social studies knowledge
and the assigned task.

Satisfactory

The defence of position is based on one or more adequate arguments.
Evidence is relevant, but general and/or incompletely developed. The
evidence may contain errors. The student demonstrates an acceptable
understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

E

Pf
S

Limited

L

The defence of position is based on oversimplified assertions and/or
questionable logic. Evidence is superficial and may not always be relevant.
The evidence may contain significant errors. The student demonstrates
a confused, yet discernible, understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task.

Poor

The defence of position taken is difficult to determine or little to no attempt
is made to defend it. Evidence, if present, is incomplete and/or marginally
relevant. Significant errors in content are frequent. The student demonstrates
a minimal understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the
assigned task.

Zero

Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements
of the Poor category.

P

Z
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Focus

COMMUNICATION (4 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:
• organization and coherence
• contribution of stylistic choices to the creation of voice (e.g., sentence
variety, word choice)
• vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)
• sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)
• grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling,
capitalization)
Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be
applied when awarding a mark for Communication.

Excellent

The writing is fluent and purposefully organized. Effective stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation of an engaging voice. Vocabulary is precise.
The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors, if present, are inconsequential.

Proficient

The writing is logical and clearly organized. Appropriate stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation of a distinct voice. Vocabulary is specific. The
writing frequently demonstrates effective control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not detract from communication.

Satisfactory

The writing is generally clear and functionally organized. Basic stylistic
choices may contribute to the creation of a voice that is adequate.
Vocabulary is adequate. The writing demonstrates basic control of sentence
construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not seriously interfere with
communication.

Limited

The writing is uneven and incomplete but is discernibly organized. Awkward
stylistic choices may contribute to the creation of an unconvincing and/or
inappropriate voice. Vocabulary is imprecise and/or inappropriate. The
writing demonstrates a faltering control of sentence construction, grammar,
and mechanics. Errors hinder communication.

E

Pf
S

L

Poor

The writing is unclear and disorganized. Ineffective and/or inappropriate
stylistic choices may contribute to the creation of an ineffective and/or
unsuitable voice. Vocabulary is ineffective and frequently incorrect. A lack
of control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics is
demonstrated. Errors impede communication.

Zero

Zero is assigned to a response that fails to meet the minimum requirements
of the Poor category.

P

Z
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)

page 1 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)

page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Interpretations of Sources (S)
• Interpretations are valid but
general and may contain minor
misconceptions.

Interpretations are valid but general, as seen in “This
shows me how much, by more than half, the
government puts towards health and education for its
citizens. The government plays a role by making sure
health and education are the highest priorities.”

• Interpretations may not address
all sources.
• Evidence is relevant, but
general, may be incompletely
developed, and/or contains
minor errors.

The student’s evidence is relevant but general, as seen
in “There are many things you wouldn’t think that
would be dangerous to have on an airline, but are
strictly not allowed and you may be banned and not
allowed to board the airplane if these things are
attempted to be brought onto the plane. This shows me
that the government plays a role in society by making
sure that no one has the chance to being put in danger,
or creating the danger.”

• The student demonstrates
an acceptable understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

An acceptable understanding of applicable social
studies knowledge and the assigned task is
demonstrated by “To me this represents how he is
carelessly cutting citizens taxes, but the very large
amount of debt is going to only fall back onto him.”

S

Defence of Position (S)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more adequate
arguments.

Examples of adequate arguments used to defend the
position taken are seen in “I believe that the
government already plays a perfect role in society.
They make sure there are hospitals and schools for us
to get our health and education by making those the
highest expenses.”

• Evidence is relevant, but
general and/or incompletely
developed.

Relevant but general and incompletely developed
evidence is shown in “The government plays a role of
safety so when we are travelling around the world we
don’t have to worry about any crises like 911 occurring
again.”

• The evidence may contain
errors.
22

S

Assignment II Response—Satisfactory (continued)
• The student demonstrates
an acceptable understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

An acceptable understanding of applicable social
studies knowledge and the assigned task is
demonstrated in “I believe that if the role of
government in society were any other way than it is,
then society would be complete chaos.”

S

Communication of Ideas (S)
• The writing is generally clear
and functionally organized.

The student’s writing is generally clear and
functionally organized into four paragraphs.

• Basic stylistic choices may
contribute to the creation of
a voice that is adequate.

Basic stylistic choices, such as “The government plays
a role of safety so when we are travelling around the
world we don’t have to worry about any crises like 911
occurring again,” contribute to a voice that is adequate.

• Vocabulary is adequate.

Vocabulary, such as “being put in danger,” “get our
health and education,” and “role of safety,” is adequate.

• The writing demonstrates basic
control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and
mechanics is evident in “There is a very large sign in
the photo that is there to show everything that you are
not allowed to bring onto the airlines, including liquid
containers over 100ml, sharp or pointy objects, rifles,
weapons and sport s equipment.”

• Errors do not seriously
interfere with communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Interpretation of Sources (Pf)
• Interpretations are specific and
accurate but may not address
all sources.

The student’s interpretations are specific and accurate;
for example, “Source 3 is saying that once we cut taxes
and lower them then we will go into debt very quickly.
Taxes are paid by the citizens of that country and the
government choose how and what to spend it on.”

• Evidence is relevant and
appropriate, but may contain
some minor factual errors.

Evidence is relevant and appropriate, as seen in “The
terrorist attacks of 9/11 are a perfect example why we
sacrifice some freedoms for a good sense of security in
our country; so we could avoid something tragic like
that. Terrorism is a big threat all over the world and we
want to feel protected, in order to do so, we have to
make some sacrifices.”

• The student demonstrates
a clear understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

Pf

The student demonstrates a clear understanding of
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned
task in “Education is the next big expense in Alberta, it
is important because we need to have educated people
in our society in order to have a good and strong
economy. Without education our province would not
be able to function right and we would have a very
poor and weak economy. Each year Education takes up
23.35 of Alberta’s expenses, we value education a lot
because of it significant effects it has directly on the
province and our society”

Defence of Position (Pf)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more sound
arguments.

The defence of position is based on sound arguments,
as shown in “We need taxes in order to cover our
country’s expenses, in which, the government controls
the tax dollars. If cuts to taxes were made it could
potentially move our country into debt. The role of the
government should be to make taxes at a reasonable
amount for all people, not too high or not too low.”

26

Pf

Assignment II Response—Proficient (continued)
• Evidence is appropriate, but
may contain some minor
factual errors.

• The student demonstrates
a clear understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

Appropriate evidence is seen in “The role of the
government in society is very important because it
affects all of us as an individual. So it is very important
to be involved in voting because we are a democracy.
Source 1 is what the government chooses to spend the
tax dollars on, which affects us all. I think the
government is playing their role in society very well
because they focus a lot on healthcare and education
which goes to show that the government takes car of its
citizens very well.”

Pf

The student demonstrates a clear understanding of
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned
task in “The government can place regulations on
certain things like an airport in order to protect its
citizens. I believe the role of the governemnt should be
to protect its people but yet let them have some
freedom as well.”

Communication of Ideas (Pf)
• The writing is logical and
clearly organized.

The student’s writing is logically and clearly organized
into four paragraphs.

• Appropriate stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation
of a distinct voice.

Appropriate stylistic choices contribute to the creation
of a distinct voice; for example, “Taxes are important
to a country; taxes are what pay for the country’s
expenses. Lowering taxes can potentially have a
negavtive effect on the country, so it makes sense to
keep taxes at a payably level for all its citizens.”

• Vocabulary is specific.

Vocabulary, such as “neutralize any threat,” “trading
partners,” and “tax dollars,” is specific.

• The writing frequently
demonstrates effective control
of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics.

The student’s writing frequently demonstrates effective
control of sentence construction, grammar, and
mechanics, as seen in “In this case, we sacrifice some
of our individual freedom to have security for our
citizens.”

• Errors do not detract from
communication.

Errors, such as “and the government choose how and
what to spend it on,” do not detract from
communication.

27
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2012
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

page 2 of 3
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment II Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)

page 3 of 3
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment II

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Interpretation of Sources (E)
• Interpretations are insightful,
comprehensive, and address all
sources.

The student’s interpretations are insightful and
comprehensive, as seen in “The more cuts there are on
taxes by the government, the closer debt will come to
impacting the nation. That is when the government
needs to be responsible in finding the balance point
between reducing taxes to help the people and keeping
the nation out of debt.”

• Evidence is specific and
accurate, and errors, if present,
do not detract from the
response.

Evidence is specific and accurate, as demonstrated in
“Those rules are placed there to keep everyone safe
and to prevent any potential dangers, even at the cost
of invading someone’s personal belongings. The
government will use whatever means necessary to
ensure the safety of the collective.”

• The student demonstrates
a thorough and perceptive
understanding of applicable
social studies knowledge and
the assigned task.

A perceptive understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in
“When analyzing this chart, you can see that most of
the expenses are allocated to health and education. …
As the government puts more money into the health
and education, more work can be done in those
sections whether it be expanding the work force,
implementing more welfare and aid programs, etc.
Once that happens, more people can start to afford
these services, regardless of economic status, and can
start to contribute to society.”

E

Defence of Position (E)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more
convincing, logical arguments.

The defence of position is based on convincing and
logical arguments, as seen in “Considering the
presented sources, I feel that the role of government
should be to support the people and find a good
common ground between helping the collective and
allowing individuals their freedoms. Like in sources
one and three, the people elect governments which
they think will be able to take responsibility of the
economy and find a way to help it thrive by making
smart choices with taxpayers money.”
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Assignment II Response—Excellent (continued)
• Evidence is specific and
accurate, and errors, if present,
do not detract from the
response.

Evidence is specific and accurate, as seen in “Mixed
economies have the best balance between government
control and individual freedoms. Economies with
either full government control or no government
control will only lead to downfall. Examples of these
are communist Russia during Stalin’s rule or the era of
classical liberalism which lead to The Great
Depression.”

• The student demonstrates
a thorough and perceptive
understanding of applicable
social studies knowledge and
the assigned task.

A thorough and perceptive understanding of the
applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned
task is evident in “In terms of national security,
governments need to find a way of protecting the
collective without disregarding the rights of the
individual. There have been many accounts in which
the government has invoked the War Measures Act to
strike down individual rights for the sake of protecting
the nation. Like when Canada put Japanese Canadians
in internment camps during WWII, they completely
ignored the rights of these individuals and punished
them for no good reason.”

E

Communication of Ideas (E)
• The writing is fluent and
purposefully organized.

The writing is fluent and purposely organized into four
paragraphs.

• Effective stylistic choices may
contribute to the creation of
an engaging voice.

Effective stylistic choices contribute to the creation of
an engaging voice, as seen in “There must be proof for
arresting and detaining people, it should not be based
off of paranoia or suspicion.”

• Vocabulary is precise.

Examples of precise vocabulary are “economic status,”
“wearing a patriotic suit,” and “strike down individual
rights.”

• The writing demonstrates
confident control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

The student’s writing demonstrates confident control of
sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics, as
seen in “When looking over the source you can notice
that if he cuts the ribbon, a big anvil that represents
debt will fall and crush him.”

• Errors, if present, are
inconsequential.

Errors are inconsequential.
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Written-Response Assignment III
ASSIGNMENT III

Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes

An online forum posed the following question:
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ASSIGNMENT III

Value: 20% of the total examination mark
Suggested time: 40–45 minutes

Should citizens be required to pass a voter-competency test
before casting their ballots?
Write a response in which you must
• explore the issue of requiring citizens to pass a voter-competency test
• analyze various points of view on the issue
• explain and defend your position on the issue
• support your point of view using your understanding of social studies
Reminders for Writing
• Organize your response
• Proofread your response
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Scoring Categories and
Scoring Criteria for
Assignment III

Focus

EXPLORATION AND ANALYSIS (8 marks)
When marking Exploration and Analysis, the marker will consider the:
• quality of the exploration of the issue(s)
• quality of analysis of various points of view on the issue(s)
• understanding of the assigned task

Excellent

Exploration of the issue(s) is insightful and comprehensive. Analysis is
thoughtful and thorough and misconceptions, if present, do not detract from
the response. The student demonstrates a confident and perceptive
understanding of various points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Proficient

Exploration of the issue(s) is specific and accurate. Analysis is appropriate
and purposeful but may contain minor misconceptions. The student
demonstrates a clear understanding of various points of view on the issue(s)
and the assigned task.

Satisfactory

Exploration of the issue(s) is valid but general and may contain
misconceptions. Analysis is general and straightforward. The student
demonstrates an acceptable understanding of various points of view on the
issue(s) and the assigned task.

E

Pf
S

Limited

Exploration of the issue(s) is superficial and may contain substantial
misconceptions. Analysis is limited and overgeneralized or redundant, but
discernible. The student may demonstrate a confused, yet discernible,
understanding of various points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Poor

Exploration of the issue(s) is mistaken or irrelevant. Analysis is minimal and/
or tangential. The student demonstrates a minimal understanding of various
points of view on the issue(s) and the assigned task.

Insufficient

Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is
assigned to responses that are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt
to address the task, or that are too brief to assess in any scoring category.
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Focus

DEFENCE OF POSITION (8 marks)
When marking Defence of Position, the marker will consider the:
• quality of argument(s) selected to support the position taken
• quality of evidence selected to support the position taken
• understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task

Excellent

The defence of position is based on one or more convincing, logical
arguments. Evidence is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not
detract from the response. The student demonstrates a thorough and
perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the
assigned task.

Proficient

The defence of position is based on one or more sound arguments. Evidence
is appropriate, but may contain some minor factual errors. The student
demonstrates a clear understanding of applicable social studies knowledge
and the assigned task.

Satisfactory

The defence of position is based on one or more adequate arguments.
Evidence is relevant, but general and/or incompletely developed. The
evidence may contain errors. The student demonstrates an acceptable
understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.

E
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Limited

L

The defence of position is based on oversimplified assertions and/or
questionable logic. Evidence is superficial and may not always be relevant.
The evidence may contain significant errors. The student demonstrates a
confused, yet discernible, understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task.

Poor

The defence of position taken is difficult to determine or little to no attempt
is made to defend it. Evidence, if present, is incomplete and/or marginally
relevant. Significant errors in content are frequent. The student demonstrates
a minimal understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the
assigned task.

Insufficient

Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is
assigned to responses that are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt
to address the task, or that are too brief to assess in any scoring category.
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Focus

COMMUNICATION (4 marks)
When marking Communication, the marker will consider the:
• organization and coherence
• contribution of stylistic choices to the creation of voice (e.g., sentence
variety, word choice)
• vocabulary (e.g., specificity, accuracy)
• sentence construction (e.g., clarity, completeness)
• grammar and mechanics (e.g., consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling,
capitalization)
Proportion of error to the length and complexity of the response must be
applied when awarding a mark for Communication.

Excellent

The writing is fluent and purposefully organized. Effective stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation of an engaging voice. Vocabulary is precise.
The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors, if present, are inconsequential.

Proficient

The writing is logical and clearly organized. Appropriate stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation of a distinct voice. Vocabulary is specific. The
writing frequently demonstrates effective control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not detract from communication.

Satisfactory

The writing is generally clear and functionally organized. Basic stylistic
choices may contribute to the creation of a voice that is adequate.
Vocabulary is adequate. The writing demonstrates basic control of sentence
construction, grammar, and mechanics. Errors do not seriously interfere with
communication.

Limited

The writing is uneven and incomplete but is discernibly organized. Awkward
stylistic choices may contribute to the creation of an unconvincing
and/or inappropriate voice. Vocabulary is imprecise and/or inappropriate.
The writing demonstrates a faltering control of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics. Errors hinder communication.

E
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Poor

The writing is unclear and disorganized. Ineffective and/or inappropriate
stylistic choices may contribute to the creation of an ineffective and/or
unsuitable voice. Vocabulary is ineffective and frequently incorrect. A lack
of control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics is
demonstrated. Errors impede communication.

Insufficient

Insufficient is a special category. It is not an indicator of quality. It is
assigned to responses that are off topic, do not contain a discernible attempt
to address the task, or that are too brief to assess in any scoring category.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2012
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Satisfactory (S) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment III

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Satisfactory
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Exploration and Analysis (S)
• Exploration of the issue(s) is
valid but general and may
contain misconceptions.

The student’s valid but general exploration is
demonstrated in “This issue is very difficult to decide
upon. On one hand it is our right to vote on the issues,
but at the same time you should know them before
voting.”

• Analysis is general and
straightforward.

The analysis is general and straightforward; for
example, “A test on the issues would make sure that
people actually know what they are voting for instead
of just choosing who ever has the best suit or the most
advertisments. This way only those who pass the test
get a say in the election.”

• The student demonstrates
an acceptable understanding of
various points of view on the
issue(s) and the assigned task.

An acceptable understanding of the various points of
view is shown in “Many people believe that voting has
become more of a chore then a right. Other believe it’s
our duty as citizens to know the issues. These people
believe a voter-complentency test should be given out
before a person is allowed to vote.”

S

Defence of Position (S)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more adequate
arguments.

The defence of position is based on adequate
arguments, such as “I disagree. I believe this issue
would weaken Canadian government. Being forced to
take a test before voting would take away the rights we
have been given by the government.”

• Evidence is relevant, but
general and/or incompletely
developed.

Evidence is relevant, but incompletely developed, as
seen in “This is a good idea, because then instead of
taking a long test about different issues the test is about
how our government’s economic and political system
functions making the test much easier to pass.”

• The evidence may contain
errors.
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Assignment III Response—Satisfactory (continued)
• The student demonstrates
an acceptable understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

An acceptable understanding is demonstrated in “The
test will restrict voting to an elite group of society and
that’s not the way it was meant to be. I totally agree
with Miss B. if the government gave us the right to
vote why are they trying to take it away?” and “I
believe Zanes idea would work the best a simple test
on the functioning of government followed by five year
licsense renewals on the actual issues.”

Communication of Ideas (S)
• The writing is generally clear
and functionally organized.

The writing is generally clear and organized into five
paragraphs.

• Basic stylistic choices may
contribute to the creation of
a voice that is adequate.

Basic stylistic choices, as seen in “Voting is a big part
of Canadian democracy, but is it being used the way it
was intented?” contribute to the creation of an
adequate voice.

• Vocabulary is adequate.

Vocabulary is adequate; for example, “right way to go”
and “totally agree.”

• The writing demonstrates basic
control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

Basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and
mechanics is demonstrated in “She also thinks it’s
insulting due to the fact that thousands of people will
be stripped of their voting right just because they don’t
keep up with the political issues.”

• Errors do not seriously
interfere with communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf)

page 1 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Proficient (Pf) (continued)

page 2 of 2
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment III

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Proficient
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Exploration and Analysis (Pf)
• Exploration of the issue(s) is
specific and accurate.

The student’s specific and accurate exploration of the
issue is revealed in the context of the discussion of
“universal suffrage” in the fourth paragraph and the
suggestion that people would need to “take courses in
order to pass the test resulting in more jobs opening for
teachers.”

• Analysis is appropriate and
purposeful but may contain
minor misconceptions.

The analysis is appropriate and purposeful, as evident
in “It would help people be more sure on the political
leader that they are voting for because they will have to
do their own personal research on each individual to be
sure if that person supports his or hers political views
and beliefs.” and “It would lead to a lower voter
turnout resulting in less than half the population voting
making it a minority. There would only be a small
group of the population eligible, it just wouldn’t make
sense.”

• The student demonstrates
a clear understanding of
various points of view on the
issue(s) and the assigned task.

The student demonstrates a clear understanding of
various points of view on the issue, as seen in “Many
citizen wouldn’t want to pay the annual fee to renew
their license or would want to take the test again,
would most likely cause a debate of whether it is a
wise idea. This system would ensure that the people
have acquired the proper knowledge in order to vote
for a political leader. Although it would raise many
issues, Zane 360 thinks that it would help improve
interest in the Canadian affairs.”
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Assignment III Response—Proficient (continued)
Defence of Position (Pf)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more sound
arguments.

The student’s defence of position is based on sound
arguments; for example, “Also creating an unfair
voting attendance because there would most likely be
less than 50 percent of the population that would
legally be able to vote.”

• Evidence is appropriate, but
may contain some minor
factual errors.

Evidence is appropriate, as seen in “It would destroy
Canada’s universal suffrage which allows any
Canadian citizen over the age of 18 to legally vote, this
would create large protests that wouldn’t stop till the
people received what they wanted.”

• The student demonstrates
a clear understanding of
applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned
task.

A clear understanding of applicable social studies
knowledge and the assigned task is demonstrated in “It
would just result in an unfair election, the point of an
election is to allow the population to vote in who they
believe should be their countries political leader. You
can’t just take away someone’s right to vote without
there being some sort of issue.”

Pf

Communication of Ideas (Pf)
• The writing is logical and
clearly organized.

The student’s writing is logically and clearly organized
into four paragraphs.

• Appropriate stylistic choices
may contribute to the creation
of a distinct voice.

Appropriate stylistic choices, such as “This would
make more people be angry that they are not allowed
to vote resulting in riots and other protests,” contribute
to the creation of a distinct voice.

• Vocabulary is specific.

Vocabulary is specific, as seen in “personal research,”
“voter turnout,” and “eligible.”

• The writing frequently
demonstrates effective control
of sentence construction,
grammar, and mechanics.

The student’s writing frequently demonstrates effective
control of sentence construction, grammar, and
mechanics; for example, “With this as the new system
for voting there would be more people interested in the
politics that are occurring in their country.”

• Errors do not detract from
communication.
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Examples of Students’ Writing with Rationales
Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2, January 2014
Assignment III Responses
Example Scored Excellent (E) (continued)
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Social Studies 30–2 January 2014
Assignment III

EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent
SCORING CRITERIA

RATIONALE

SCORE

Exploration and Analysis (E)
• Exploration of the issue(s) is
insightful and comprehensive.

The exploration of the issue is insightful; for example,
“Although the requirement for citizens to pass a votercompetency test would ensure that everyone making
the decisions is aware of the choices they have, it
would seem unjust to the majority. If Canada is already
struggling with a small percentage of people
participating in these events, why would they make the
turnout smaller by removing citizens who failed a
test?”

• Analysis is thoughtful and
thorough and misconceptions,
if present, do not detract from
the response.

The student’s thoughtful and thorough analysis is
demonstrated in “In Canada there are many rights and
freedoms. The right to vote is one of the benefits
offered to citizens. Hard-working people do not always
have the time to look up all the precise details of the
political world. To fail a test would not mean that the
citizen is an unacceptable candidate to vote, but rather
that this person was unable to educate themselves
completely on the issue.”

• The student demonstrates
a confident and perceptive
understanding of various
points of view on the issue(s)
and the assigned task.

A confident and perceptive understanding of the
various points of view on the issue is shown in
“Another concern would be that a small percentage of
voters would be representing a large population of
citizens who were unable to participate. Eventually
that would lead to a majority of citizens who would
feel that their opinion is not important to government.
Universal suffrage is a political decision that Canada
has agreed to honor, they should not remove it.”

E

Defence of Position (E)
• The defence of position is
based on one or more
convincing, logical arguments.

The student’s defence of position is based on
convincing arguments; for example, “I believe that it is
in the government’s best interest to keep the system the
way it is. No matter what the government tries to do to
raise the accuracy in political votes, they will end up
with negative results. …An even smaller percentage of
voters than now, but with a passing test score, will be
representing a minority of citizens and their beliefs on
political decisions.”
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Assignment III Response—Excellent (continued)
• Evidence is specific and
accurate, and errors, if present,
do not detract from the
response.

Specific and accurate evidence is shown in “If citizens
feel unsatisfied with the government, they will begin to
cause problems in an attempt to have their opinions
heard. Current citizens who participate in voting are
people who chose to have their voice heard. Take that
right away from them and there will be bigger
problems to deal with than an under-educated group of
voters.”

• The student demonstrates
a thorough and perceptive
understanding of applicable
social studies knowledge and
the assigned task.

The student demonstrates a thorough and perceptive
understanding of applicable social studies knowledge
and the assigned task, as demonstrated in “For the best
interest of both government and citizens, I do not agree
with a voter-competency test. Universal suffrage was a
political decision that Canada has agreed to honor.
Give willing citizens the right to voice their opinion in
government decisions, even if it means that some of
the votes are inaccurate.”

E

Communication of Ideas (E)
• The writing is fluent and
purposefully organized.

The student’s writing is fluent and purposefully
organized into four paragraphs.

• Effective stylistic choices may
contribute to the creation of
an engaging voice.

An engaging voice is evident in stylistic choices such
as “One does not need to fail the test to not vote, a
person could decide previous to the exam that it is too
much of a hassle and not participate at all.”

• Vocabulary is precise.

Vocabulary, such as “unjust,” “agreed to honor,” and
“efficiency,” is precise.

• The writing demonstrates
confident control of sentence
construction, grammar, and
mechanics.

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar
and mechanics is demonstrated in “However, more
importantly, universal suffrage can lead to the
decisions for government being made by people who
do not have political knowledge.”

• Errors, if present, are
inconsequential.

51

E

